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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Lous C. Knack-
STEDT, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Annapolis, in the county of Anne
Arundel and State of Maryland, have in-
vented new and useful Improvements in
Musical-Tnstrument Picks, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to mandolin and
other musical instrument picks, the object
of the invention being to provide simple and
effective means to prevent the pick from
slipping between the thumb and finger, thus
enabling the pick to be firinly held while
permitting it to be shifted to different po-
sitions as occasion requires.

The invention consists of the features ot
construction, combination and arrangement

‘of devices, hereinafter fully described and

claimed, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawing, in which:

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a mandolin
pick embodying my invention. Fig. 2 is an
edge view of the same. Fig. 3 is a longi-
tudinal section. Fig. 4 is a view similar to
Fig. 8, showing a modification. Fig. 5isa
similar view, showing another modification.

Referring to the drawing, 1 designates a
mandolin pick of any suitable shape and
made of celluloid or other suitable material.
In the form shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 3, the
pick is provided with a series of transverse
openings 2 arranged in the form of a dia-
mond and in which are fitted elastic plugs,
forming gripping spurs or projections 3
extending beyond both sides of the pick.
These plugs are preferably made of rubber
and are of slightly greater diameter than
the openings 2 so that they may be forced
theérethrough under pressure and on ex-
pansion will be held in position by their
own resiliency. They may be, however, ce-

mented or otherwise secured in position.

The rubber is preferably semi-vulcanized,
so that it will be sufficiently soft to prevent
chafing of the thumb and finger, and at the
same time sufficiently rough to establish
a frictional engagement between the thumb
and finger to prevent the pick from slip-
ping. The described arrangement of the
spurs or projections also provides a space
between them into which portions of the
thumb and fore finger may rest to further
assist in giving a firm hold.

By the construction described, it will be
apparent that the pick may be held firmly
in the hand without liability of casual dis-
placement, and at the same time be easily
and conveniently shifted to different posi-
tions as occasion demands in the playing ot
a piece of music upon the instrument.

In the form of the invention shown in
Fig. 4, the sets of spurs or projections 3*
upon the opposite sides of the pick are made
independently of each other, each spur con:
sisting of a comparatively soft piece of
rubber, or other suitable material, cemented
to the adjacent side of the pick. This con-
struction may be used under some condi-
tions, and other ways of constructing and
attaching the spurs may be employed with-
in the scope of the appended claims.

In the form of the invention shown in
Fig. 5, the spurs or projections 3" are made
by stamping them up from the body of the
pick, or by molding them, as will be readily
understood.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim:

1. A musical instrument pick provided
with openings and plugs held within and
extending longitudinally through said open-
ings, the opposite extremities of said plugs
providing gripping projections upon the op-
posite sides of the pick.

2. A musical instrument pick provided
with openings, and plugs of resilient mate-
rial held within and extending longitudi-
nally through said openings, the opposite
extremities of said plugs providing elastic
gripping projections.

3. A musical instrument pick provided
with openings, and plugs of resilient mate-
rial extending longitudinally through said
openings and forming gripping projections
on opposite sides of the pick, said plugs be-
ing of greater diameter than the openings
and contracted at their points of passage
therethrough, so as to bind against the walls
thereof.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

LOUIS C. KNACKSTEDT.

Witnesses:
Arraur TrADEN,
A. H. Moozre.

Coples of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the ‘“ Commissioner of Patents,
- Washington, D. C.”
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